14. As Christ is Lord over every area of life, obedience to
him means to obey his will in both the private and
the public areas.
15. In Christ there is no ground for separation or discrimination between people on grounds of race, colour, social status, gender, age, disability or sexual
orientation, either in Church or in State.
16. The gospel calls us to worship regularly with God’s
people, to study and meditate on Scripture, to be
diligent in prayer, and to find assurance in the seal of
our baptism and regular nourishment for our faith at
the Lord’s Supper.
17. God commands us to be strictly chaste outside marriage and exclusively faithful in marriage.
18. God calls the Church to be a Church for others: a
missionary Church reaching out to the world with the
gospel and a serving Church that aids the poor and
seeks to serve society.
19. God calls the Church to serve as a sentinel vis-à-vis
the State, calling every level of Government to order
for unjust or corrupt policies and practices.
20. God calls us as stewards of our money and possessions to use them not only to care for ourselves and
our families but to aid the poor and to support the
Church.
21. We are to care about, and care for, the environment.
22. God does not stand aloof from us but cares for us all
and is present with us in all our tragedies and our
joys.
23. A day is appointed when God will come in the person
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to judge the
living and the dead and finally triumph in victory
over all evil, sin, oppression, suffering and death
itself.
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ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE
FOR ORDINATION
AS A MINISTER
OR AN ELDER

as enacted by the General Assembly of the Uniting
Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa in 2012

The following is a list of the essential points of doctrine that candidates for ordination into the Ministry of Word and Sacrament or into
the Eldership are required to accept and hold fast to without exception. Every point should be understood against the background of,
and interpreted in terms of, the respective Articles and clauses in
the Confession that relate to it.

1. There is only one true and living God.
2. God’s self-disclosure in Jesus Christ and in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit reveals the triune nature of
one God existing in three eternally distinct but indivisible ways of being: the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.
3. God created all the universe and created it very
good.
4. God created all humankind in the image of God, to
walk humbly with God and in mutual love, justice
and mercy toward one another.
5. Yet all human beings, however real their virtues,
have become trapped in a state of sin and guilt, unable to rescue themselves or put themselves right
with God.
6. God in holy love and grace has acted in Jesus Christ,
through his incarnation, ministry, life, teaching,
death, bodily resurrection and exaltation, to atone
for our sins, rescue us from judgement, reconcile us
with God and reveal God’s nature and will to us. “He
was handed over to death for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.”
7. As both fully divine and fully human, Christ is the
only Mediator between God and humankind, humankind’s only Saviour and the decisive revelation of
God as God is.
8. Jesus Christ as he is attested to us in the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments is the one Word of
God whom we have to hear, trust and obey, in life
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9.

10.

11.
12.
13.

and in death. In and through Scripture, preaching
and personal witness, by the work of the Holy Spirit,
Christ encounters us as Lord and Saviour. Thereby
he is the living Word of God who himself addresses
us. This Word, as revealed and defined by Scripture,
which is the sufficient and uniquely authoritative witness to Jesus Christ, is the final rule of faith and life.
The Holy Spirit working within us enables us to hear
God’s Word, convicts us of sin, brings us to repentance and enables us to accept God’s saving and
sustaining grace in Christ by faith and live according
to God’s holy will.”
Through the Holy Spirit Christ acts also in the sacraments, as they accompany the Word, to reveal himself and save and seal those who respond with faith
in him. Baptism is a once-for-all initiation of believers and their children into the community of the
covenant, with its promise of forgiveness, cleansing
and salvation. The Lord’s Supper is a communal meal
in which Christ comes to us in the power of his death
and resurrection and through faith feeds us with his
saving body and blood and renews his covenant with
us.
We are put right with God only by God’s grace in
Jesus Christ, when we receive Christ as Lord and
Saviour, which we do through faith alone.
True faith involves obedience to Christ as Lord and
Saviour: “only the person who believes is obedient,
and only the person who is obedient believes.”
Nevertheless when we do sin, if we turn to Christ in
repentance and faith, he covers all the shortcomings
of our obedience with his atonement and righteousness. Thus to be a Christian means to give unending
thanks and praise for God’s goodness and grace in
Christ.
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